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Philips: Delivering  
innovation that 
matters to you 

Brian Hinman  
Chief Intellectual Property Officer 

CEO, Philips Intellectual Property and Standards 
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Founded in 1891, in Eindhoven, The Netherlands, to manufacture incandescent lamps and other electrical products.  
For more than 120 years, we have been improving people’s lives with a steady flow of ground-breaking innovations. 
 

A born innovator 

Philips’ founding fathers: Frederik, Gerard and Anton Philips 
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Presence in more than +100 countries 
Philips has R&D sites and manufacturing in all continents 

 

North America 
Employees: 29.233 

R&D centers: 22 
Manufacturing sites: 40 

EMEA 
Employees: 41.829 

R&D centers: 21 
Manufacturing sites: 25 Latin America 

Employees: 3.189 
R&D centers: 3 

Manufacturing sites: 6  

Asia 
Employees: 40.438 

R&D centers: 13 
Manufacturing sites: 25 

1 Source: Philips Annual Report 2013. 
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Philips 

Businesses Geographies 

Healthcare Consumer 
Lifestyle 

Lighting North 
America 

Other Mature 
Geographies 

31% 8% 36% 

Growth 
Geographies3 

43% 

€23.5 Billion 

Sales in 2012.  
Portfolio consists of 
~70% B2B  
businesses 

114,000+ 
People employed 
worldwide in over 100 
countries 

20% 37% 

Since 1891 
Headquarters in 
Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands 

Western Europe 

25% 

$9.8 Billion 

Brand value in 2013 
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At Philips we strive to make the world healthier and 
more sustainable through innovation 

We will be the best  
place to work for people  
who share our passion 

Together we will deliver  
superior value for our  
customers and shareholders 

Improving people’s lives through meaningful innovation 
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We manage a dynamic portfolio and we turn 
unexpected possibilities into great innovations 
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Integrated Intellectual Asset Management 
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Is Innovation the same as Invention? 

• What is innovation? 
“The implementation of a new or significantly improved 
product (good or service), or process, a new marketing 
method, or a new organisational method in business practices, 
workplace organisation or external relations.” 

OECD-EC (2005), Oslo Manual: Guidelines for Collecting and 
Interpreting Innovation Data, 3rd Edition. 

 
• Innovation is a process that brings together various novel ideas in a way 

that they have an impact on society 
 

• Differs from invention in that innovation refers to the use of a better and, 
as a result, novel idea or method, whereas invention refers more directly to 
the creation of the idea or method itself. 

 
• Innovation differs from improvement in that innovation refers to the notion 

of doing something different rather than doing the same thing better. 
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Innovation To Market:  An ‘End to End Approach’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Development Sales End-of-life 

Research Development Sales 
Ideation Transfer Go Market  End of Life  

 Integrated Business Support System 

IP strategy should 

start here 

Relevant IP aspects here are IP 

Risk assessment, Design filings, 

TM filings 

Relevant IP aspects here are 

Patent filings, Strategy  
Relevant IP aspects here are 

enforcement, handling claims and 

licensing-in 

Insert IP into each phase of the E2E chain 
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Characteristics of a Robust IP System 

1. One that is stable, effective and which adequately protects quality inventions on 

behalf of inventors; 

2. Is an essential foundation for long-term growth: 

• Through a variety of welfare-enhancing channels, including technology transfer, tacit skill 

acquisition, education, job creation, wage growth, and foreign direct investment; 

3. Fosters economic growth and development; 

4. Is an essential component of a nation’s economic infrastructure; 

5. Is a prerequisite for attracting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): 

• Foreign Direct Investment is far more than an investment of financial and capital resources; 

• FDI results in technology transfer, the dissemination of new management and production 

techniques, the transfer of tacit knowledge, productivity gains and job creation; 

• should incentivize the innovation that enriches society; 

• By rewarding inventors and providing the opportunity to commercialize their work; 

6. A transparent, rules-based IP system; 

7. A level playing field for competition between international companies is crucial. 
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